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Dear Bushcarers and friends, 

 

There is a recurrent theme of interacting with wildlife in 

this edition of the Bushcare News which is related to 

our new way of COVID living. As people have changed 

where they spend their time these days we are starting 

to see the effects of this; positive and negative. A 

google android user graph shows a down turn in people 

using city spaces (offices, shopping malls and city 

parks) and an upward trend in people using parks and 

reserves in our suburbs.  

 

Liz explores in the Habitat Matters article how people 

have started to take an interest in their local 

environment and the amount of wildlife that can be 

found in their backyard or verandah. We have also seen 

an increase in bushcare volunteer applications and 

people discovering their local bushland reserves using 

the walking the tracks. 

 

With people spending more time in and around their 

local environment we are now seeing the impacts of 

sharing these spaces with the local wildlife. Areas that 

were relatively left untouched, at least between the 

hours of 9 - 5 (Mon—Fri). Simon explores how we can 

share these spaces peacefully with our new found 

workmates in the WildlifeWatch section and Phil and 

Trinh explain the importance of limiting our impact on 

our bushland spaces as usage increases in their article 

“Are you on the right track?”. 

We have had reports that there a pair (man and woman) 

posing as Ku-ring-gai Council/Bushcare personnel 

stating they have authority to access people’s property 

to collect palm seed. There are reports of this happening 

in Greenwich and Engadine. 

The pair say the same thing every time : 

·         They are authorised to remove palm seeds from 

 the property. 

·         That the property is on Ku-ring-gai register 

·         Something about bats and rats.  

They obviously do not have authority to enter anyone’s 

property.  They have nothing to do with Ku-ring-gai 

Council or Bushcare.  If people are approached best call 

the police. If you have encountered these people already 

please report any information to Ku-ring-gai Council. 

Peter Elias first moved to Castle Cove in 1970 and fell 

in love with the Sydney Sandstone Bushland on his back 

door step. As a retired Bush Regenerator (with The 

National Trust) he could see the potential of the 

Sandstone Open Woodland struggling under the wall of 

Lantana and lobbied Council to start a Bushcare group 

in Castle Cove Reserve in 1996. Permission was 

granted and Peter’s long standing relationship with 

Bushcare began. Convenor for Holly St Bushcare 

Group (Castle Cove Res) from the beginning all the way 

into 2019, Peter was a mentor and  motivator to the 38 

volunteers that have been involved with the site over the 

years. The Bushcare group would meet twice a month 

and Peter never missed a meeting other than the odd 

holiday. 

 

His favourite spot in Castle Cove Reserve was on the 

large rock shelf overlooking the bush. You would often 

find him there weeding his favourite weed to weed, 

Mother of Millions. Encouraging the use of fire as a 

regeneration and weed control tool at Bushcare he 

spent the last 24 years volunteering over 2000 hours of 

bush regeneration and was instrumental in helping the 

struggling native plants to flourish into the thriving 

plant community it is today. Post fire weeding well into 

his 90’s Peters dedication, enthusiasm and friendship is 

sorely missed but never forgotten.  
 

By Philip Sarkies 

 

Vale Peter Elias 

Peter Elias on one of the many rocky outcrops at Castle 

Cove Reserve (left) with Trainer Philip Sarkies (right) 

Palm Seed Collector Alert! 



 

COMMUNITY GARDEN VIRTUAL TOURS  

A BIG THANK YOU goes out to all the community 

gardeners who were able to take part in the virtual tours of 

our six community gardens. Due to COVID 19 our plans 

for World Environment Day were cancelled and as an 

alternative we made a very last minute decision to create 

virtual walk through tours of the community gardens in 

Willoughby. These tours were shown in the week leading 

up to World Environment Day along with many other on-

line events and are now live on the community garden 

page of our website.  

 

The Hub Community Garden 

The Hub Community Garden has been successful in 

obtaining a grant from the Sydney Edible Garden Trail to 

buy material to build structures around all the garden beds 

to support netting. We have had almost all of some 

varieties of plants taken by possums, birds and even a 

stray cat who likes parsley.  

Among the vegetables and herbs our garden is now 

producing are broad beans, lots of different salad greens, 

beetroot, 

coriander and 

other herbs. 

The photo 

right is the 

"before" 

image of the 

garden. It will 

be quite a 

different look 

once we have 

used the grant money from SEGT. Watch this space…  

By Mary Ann Irvin 

 

Nolan Cres - Naremburn 

Community Garden 

Here with a photo of the garden, 

wearing its winter cloak, as 

would be expected.  There are 

though a few very late tomatoes, 

sorrel, which has produced some 

very good soup, perennial basil 

has survived a significant prune 

and is demonstrating its will to 

live. Spinach and lettuce and 

nasturtiums, as well as herbs 

parsley, sage, thyme, tarragon 

and rosemary are all contributing to our interest, and that 

of passers-by, as well as our commitment.  

By Marie Daley 

 

Market Garden Park  Community Garden 

Winter has been a time for repairs, weed control and 

minor pest control (aphids+ slugs). 

We have trialled daikon radish, Chinese cabbage and lots 

of Asian greens. Despite everything growing more slowly 

we have had a great success as long as you count sharing 

your cabbage with a slug, a win! 

We have put in a louvre window seed raising area which is 

looking good, dug up many more new beds in prep for 

spring and made piles of our own compost from resident’s 

food waste. 

We have a website under way and 

plan to have a shop section where we 

can sell plants and garden products 

such as home-made aprons, jams and 

pot plants. 

Check it out-

www.mgpcommunitygarden.com 

Nee did a great presentation on air 

layering (or marcotting) of our lemon 

tree. It will be our first   “How To…” 

video on our new website.  

We received a huge bag of donated 

white turmeric from Bernadette and 

we have planted some and potted the 

rest. White turmeric is lighter- more 

yellow than the orange type and a bit more bitter but has 

the same properties as the orange ones and with the most 

beautiful flower. 

By Janet France 

Bongalong - Naremburn Community Garden 

We have decided to suspend receiving community compost 

scraps through Sharewaste at our Community Garden as 

the rat problem has become so bad. Sue has built a cage 

around the compost bin so we will see if it works to keep 

out the rats. 

It would be great for Council to come up with a system to 

collect the organic compost waste as we were also 

receiving so much that we couldn’t physically handle it! 

                                    By Sarah Miller 

 
Warners Park Community Garden 

Our composting has been closed to 

community food donations, but Harris 

Farm have continued to supply greens 

for our compost. This has been 

supplemented by a local resident, the 

lovely Natalia, who regularly brings the donations/ 

deposits from her rabbits, Bean and 

Cinnamon, to be added to the compost. 

As well as adding nitrogen, carbon is 

added to the mix by the straw from the 

cage. 

Currently the snow peas are going gang 

busters. The garlic is growing well, as 

are leeks, coriander and pak choi.  

We look forward to a good crop from 

our cavolo nero and kale. This is 

despite the eating habits of slugs and other pests. We 

regularly find slugs which have died of intoxication in our 

beer traps.  

One of our members did research on what was feasting on 

our plants and gave us a demonstration of the difference 

between red wrigglers, which are compost worms, and 

earth worms. When compost worms, have insufficient 

compostable material in the soil, they eat plant growth 

instead.  

By Hilary McDonald 



You can contact Simon Brown Willoughby’s Wildlife Officer on 9777 7872, or 

via email at simon.brown@willoughby.nsw.gov.au  & Liz Powell Habitat Officer on  

9777 7871 & send your wildlife sightings to wildlifewatch@willoughby.nsw.gov.au  

Human - Wildlife Conflict 
 
Spring has sprung and so have our wildlife, into 

our yards, onto our rooves and into our favourite 

garden bed and we couldn’t be happier – right! For 

most of us the mild irritation of bandicoots digging 

up our freshly planted flower beds looking for their 

next meal is tolerable when you think our returning 

local wildlife is the jewel in the crown of living in 

the leafy Northshore.  

 

But unfortunately for some tolerance is pushed too 

far. There have been many residents that have been 

complaining about the noise, disturbance, and 

damage on their private property. We have also had 

numerous incidents of possums being poisoned, 

trapped, and left to die in snares and cages. There 

have been also several incidents of individuals 

shooting brush turkeys. On most occasions’ bows 

were used but in one incident the police were 

called and made an arrest as the resident of 

Northbridge was using a rifle in his backyard to 

eradicate ‘nuisance wildlife’. Snakes are also often 

targeted by alarmed residents who kill them with 

axes and spades. One incident involved a 20cm 

golden crown snake.  

 

Killing wildlife, including destroying nests 

containing eggs, is illegal under the jurisdiction of 

NPWS who will call police if necessary. It is also a 

destructive and unnecessary pressure on our local 

wildlife recovery. 

We can all help address this problem if we share 

our interest in wildlife amongst out neighbours. If 

you know someone with a specific human–wildlife 

conflict, you could offer some helpful solutions. 

Maybe you could think about nest boxes for 

nuisance possums or creating a brush turkey 

friendly area in your garden. Council’s team are 

here and happy to help you help your neighbours 

and there are also great resources available online. 

Search for ‘Living with wildlife’ at 

www.environment.nsw.gov.au or 

www.rspca.org.au. 

Info on brush-turkeys in several languages go to 

www.habitatnetwork.org (and browse their general 

info too) 

Latest Willoughby Wildlife Sightings  

 
♦ Little Cormorant, Northbridge, August 
♦ King Parrots, Chatswood, August 
♦ Southern Boobook, Castle Cove, August 
♦ Powerful Owl, Middle Cove, July. 
♦ Eastern Osprey, Lane Cove North, July 
♦ Swamp Wallaby, Chatswood West, June 
♦ Echidna, Northbridge, June 

CAMERA TRAP SNAP Hours of footage was cap-

tured of this male superb lyrebird as he tended one 

of his performance mounds (check it out with other 

great videos #bushlandnews). The bird was highly 

active for several months but suddenly disap-

peared. The bird had irritated some local residents 

but there also was a significant increase in fox ac-

tivity in the area. 

For info on brushtail possums, flying-foxes and 

other species,  visit www.backyardbuddies.org.au  

For a great article dealing with magpie swooping, 

enter www.peta.org.au/issues/magpie-swoop/. 

A flock of cockatoos settle in to see what ornamental 

plants they could prune and what fascia boards need 

modifying. Luckily this resident loves cockatoo. 



These species naturally inhabit tree trunks, logs and rocky 

crevices but the daylight emanating during the day 

through glass doors and windows draws mosquitoes, flies 

and other insects to the house spiders dinner table. Great 

to have a pet you don’t have to feed.  

At Martyn’s the spiders occupied the outside of the door 

so they are trapping their meals at night as insects are 

drawn to the lights inside. Looking at the mostly random 

form of the webs here they are more likely to be the grey 

house spider Badumna longinquus than the black house 

spider B insigni as the latter have a ‘funnel-like’ web.   

On the back deck Martyn had a St Andrews cross spiders 

under an eve. An adult female was prominent and beside 

her 3 egg sacks in various stages of maturity including one 

with masses of tiny spiders clustered on and around it. It 

was interesting to see this here in this space, as I most 

often see these in the garden rather than on the house.   

At Campsie I have had net-casting 

spiders (like the one pictured right) 

inside as well. Cockroaches are not 

too big for these amazing spiders 

but admittedly our resident didn't 

really have enough of an appetite 

to curb the cockroach population 

but greased jars with cheese or 

other attractants works well too.   

These animals are here because of the environment that 

we create and, As the Urban Field Naturalist Project points 

out to us "If we pay attention, each of (these creatures) is 

an invitation into a unique and intricate mode of life, into 

an entire world of growth and decay, of communication 

and sensation, going on right under our noses."  

 If you would like to take up the opportunity to share 

something about wildlife at your place here is the 

linkhttps://www.urbanfieldnaturalist.org/ and happy 

observing and writing.   

In this time of social isolation, what could be better than 

taking a moment to learn a little more about the plants and 

animals we share our homes with? As our worlds are 

getting smaller, we make them bigger by paying attention 

to the details.  

This is a quote from The Urban Field Naturalist Project 

https://www.urbanfieldnaturalist.org/ and is an inspiration 

for us to take stock of the wildlife that share our homes 

and yards and potentially enrich our lives.   

Just a few weeks ago I was visiting Martyn, a naturalist to 

record material for our Hunting for Backyard Biodiversity 

presentation for Science Week 2020. Having discussed the 

plan we headed out to the garden, or so I thought, but we 

had a hard time leaving the veranda.    

Our houses and buildings are excellent habitat structures 

for a variety of native species and Martyn’s, as can be 

expected is no different. Most of us have experienced or at 

least heard about possums in the roof spaces but there can 

also be snakes in the rafters, like the Green Tree snake that 

Richard finds at his place (pictured above), microbats in the 

cavities of houses and in coats left on the veranda, 

tawneys on the verandah rail, this one pictured is also a 

resident at Richards; welcome swallows under the eaves; 

skinks in cracks in brickwork and blue banded bees in the 

house mortar of older homes. Spiders are however, one of 

the most universally experienced animals inhabiting our 

homes.   

At Martyn’s we were heading out to the garden but we 

only made it as far as the sliding door on the verandah,…. 

not quite in the backyard but outside. We humans provide 

great habitat in the structures of our homes and the glass 

sliding door demonstrated some excellent house spider 

(Badumna sp) habitat. At home I have these small 

carnivores inside and outside with the most significant web 

on the inside of the bathroom window where it covers 

most of the window.  

Habitat Matters: Wildlife at Home  
Article by Liz Powell , Willoughby Council Habitat Officer 

Photo: Richard Blacklock 

Photo: Richard Blacklock 

https://www.urbanfieldnaturalist.org/
https://www.urbanfieldnaturalist.org/


The heat is on! Yes after many patient 

months we finally had our heat mats 

delivered and electricity power points 

installed so that we can now give an 

extra boost to our propagating plants 

especially through those cold winters 

down at Warners Park (seedling trays pictured right with their 

new heat mat underneath). We have also had an upgrade to our 

watering system. Now with an over head watering system in 

place we have less ‘dead zones’ and are able to increase our 

growing room :). Watch this space for lots more news with our 

new increased growing capacity! 

 

Willoughby Plant Propagation Group News 
What’s growing on?  

With gyms, pools, indoor sporting facilities and team 

sports impacted by Covid-19 restrictions, many of us have 

been using the great outdoors to maintain our fitness and 

wellbeing. In recent months Willoughby’s bushland re-

serves have experienced a massive surge in usage. It is 

great news that more people are experiencing their local 

natural environment and our network of tracks are a great 

way to enjoy these bushland reserves whilst keeping your 

footprints to a minimum. However, recently we have seen 

the negative impacts of this with people going off track 

and making new tracks which is not only illegal and con-

fusing to other walkers but also extremely damaging to the 

native flora and fauna.  

 

Explosives Reserve is a prime example of how creating 

and using these illegal (unauthorised) tracks can be damag-

ing to the flora and fauna. An extensive illegal track was 

made within this reserve (by residents with the aid of an 

electric chainsaw, cutting live vegetation) impacting on the 

threatened species that reside there; Red-crowned toadlet, 

Powerful Owl and of most note the White-bellied Sea Ea-

gle pair that are currently nesting. One of the main threats 

to the White-bellied Sea-Eagle is the disturbance of nesting 

pairs by human activity. The constant presence of people 

tracking below their nesting tree can lead to them deserting 

the nest and chicks and also limits their potential nesting 

sites. 

 

We have also seen 

devastating impacts 

upon the native vege-

tation including se-

vere erosion exposing 

roots and the loss of 

top and sub soil lay-

ers. People using an 

unofficial track will 

eventually make a 

depression and water 

will take the least path 

of resistance (down 

the made depression) 

which will lead to 

further erosion by water move-

ment as well. 

 

We have seen the physical de-

struction of plants like this Xant-

horea (pictured right) that has 

been cut back beyond repair and 

this Banksia serrata (pictured 

below) cut in half. We have also 

seen signs of possible Phy-

tophthora movement (a soil-

borne water mould) along this 

track with healthy Xant-

horeas and Banksia serra-

ta plants located next to 

the track, suddenly dying. 

These plants are especially 

susceptible to Phytophtho-

ra,  

 

Other associated impacts 

of making new tracks is 

the movement of weeds 

and feral animals. Weed 

seeds are carried along tracks 

by people and animals. Feral 

animals like foxes are known 

to prefer using tracks to 

move through our reserves 

and therefore increase their 

range and hunting grounds. 

 

So please respect the plants 

and animals and other users 

of our bushland reserves by 

staying on formalised tracks 

and report any newly created 

tracks or usage. 

 

You can find  detailed maps 

of our bushland tracks on the 

Willoughby Council website. 

Are you on the right track? 
By Trinh Pham and Philip Sarkies 



Plant Profile: Psilotum nudum 

The Primitive Plant 
By Trinh Pham 

Bushwalkers will tell you that now is a great time to spot 

wildflowers. But while the burst of colour is a lovely 

distraction, keep an eye out for an interesting non-flowering 

plant called Psilotum nudum or the Skeleton Fork- fern. 

These primitive plants are the direct descendants of the 

earliest vascular plants on earth. Their fossilised relatives 

date back 410 millions years!! The Fork-fern is fascinating 

because it does not have true roots or leaves. Instead it has 

rhizoids which are root-like hairs that co-operates with 

mycorrhizal fungi for nutrient absorption. Photosynthesis 

takes place entirely in the forked stems. The stems also bear 

small leaf-like appendages known as enations and clusters 

of yellow balls which are the spore producing organs 

sporangia. 

 

A keen eye can spot the Fork-fern in the crevices of 

sandstone cliff faces.  In our local area, the Fork-fern has 

been recently been observed in Explosives Reserve and 

Harold Reid Reserve. Happy spotting!! 

 

(Source: Field Guide to the Native Plants of Sydney by Les 

Robinson) 

Introducing the Bushcare  

Ecological Burn Team 

This week our new Bushcare Ecological Burn Team com-

pleted two bushcare burns. These are the first of their type 

where bushcare volunteers have been involved in the 

whole process from planning, preparing and (soon to be) 

post fire weeding. It’s been 

a great learning experience 

in not only patience 

(waiting for the right time 

to conduct the burn) but 

also in what is involved in 

planning, preparing and 

conducting an ecological 

burn.  

Ecological burns are con-

ducted in a way that we 

have a slow controlled burn 

with a low flame height, 

and burning downhill 

means animals within the 

site; from the humble bush 

cockroach to spiders, liz-

ards, possums and birds can 

safely move out of the area. Habitat trees and hollows are 

also protected.  

 

There’s lots more tips and techniques but I will save that 

for our workshop “Ecological Burning at Bushcare” 

which was cancelled in May due to Covid-19 but are hop-

ing to reschedule it for the coming months. Talk to your 

trainer and discuss with your group if you think your site 

may be a good candidate for a future bushcare ecological 

burn!  


